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Rooks Hill Project
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Background

e 900 metres of canal and footpath at Birtley
restored 2018 - 2023

e Two new lifting bridges installed

e Circular footpath route with Downslink established
and well used

e Water supply from springs at the northern end




Rooks Hill

One of the Trust’s priority areas

Extends useable canal south from Birtley

Includes first new length of canal since WACT
formed

Phased project - Phase 1 underway







Three phases

Phase 1:
« Bridleway brick faced concrete overbridge

and approach ramps

« 100m of waterway bank retaining wall

* Overflow weir
« Repair Fanesbridge culvert




Phase 1 Timetable

April/May Site set up, access
planning conditions
 June Dig out bridge hole and cast base
o July WRG summer camps
Bridge abutments, Culvert
repair and start waterway
bank retaining wall
Aug 25 - Complete bridge, wall &
June 2026 culvert/weir




The Bridge
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Summer Camps

» 2 weeks July 2025

» Newbury Working Party Group

» Kent & East Sussex Canal Restoration Group
» Average of 15 volunteers per day

» Staying at Kirdford Village Hall

» Very hot

» Part of WRG summer camps programme

» TV filming!

» D of E volunteers - gold award
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The waterway bank retaining wall
and overflow weir




FANESBRIDGE
COTTAGE

T
i




B {4:6u ( A% ON S\OPE)

3 {0:S
.O\I/E\zﬁow WIER

—} o

il




stope (M 1122 )

\ L_Q_SO‘ . Nsoo i
e ; > ==
=
S :

//
FAR O = :
et ~ GRANVAR. BACKFILL

/

.
\
LPPER.GABION
| vPPER o B,
_| 1OWER THND RBloc,

N WATER. LEVEL+49-7 5%}5 o i . —f A llz/ A
DESIG +42 T SR | 71
4 soane M vamreccevisane/ s Al =
—_ e an X TE'Z&(ID‘!;)E? SON | b — é.___ A B | I_
GABION MESM COT TO [ X T 43 ' I . _— DZ] =
féTo\\(I)E%K LEGATO%\I)D& TN et EI.—:—{»:\—/_}‘— / N l_ m
Xe B 1 L / § = | SHE TR e - N
l. o INSITU (ONCRsTE €15 X ’I l.
A9 MESH e e WA I o R
M l. _;_\__/;_\‘Z /a\sﬂuq § ] : b
sy st o GRELER v s Vi b -
e N gl o | s
; | / RN{ Y ,
‘ = ; / o0
e 7% O it i [ AT Ul - T b 1y :
_"L__J B s S # H% ] A |_ ]
'\‘AA’O \n‘ - ‘_"’;.-:"-: WO : 8 ] _"ﬁ‘ e / 14
—,L L e, TV CaonRETE C1S ‘;%i/ e . /%"- l
¥ . / o 5 ' [
‘ | 2% - S e ;_/: |
+40-S '
I GROUND CONNTIONS ASSOMED ORANGE [BROAN R (A I.
BEOMING BLV\SH GREY FIRM|STIFF CLAY. = | » e e e
e (F SOFT 6R. SANX CLAY ENCOUNTERED i ‘
PROVIPE ATDITIONAL S00u~ DEEP TOE |
ZEAOW CONCRETE BASE SLAR Ap———— I‘
{1 5= #Nzi Y/ = =

TYP\CAL ELEVATION

) TXPICAL PLAN.













d
-
v

=
=)

O
)

c

-




Existing canal ,

Uml

\ »
', \
/ \ ".'w.‘
New canal cut W\ "
x,.
> \ Existing field
) ) access track \
DOWNSVI\.INK N\
2 \ New 3m wide
v \ towpath
. 3 '/:‘-‘. |\
N \ Soft banks to <
N canal sides
BN
N \ Boat turning area . \\
A _—
‘\
\ O\ New bridge to carry bridleway and \
N farm access across the canal -
‘\' ".'\'x N
NG\ New wildlife pond i
Construction access route N >
(light vehicles only) ) TR\,
esbridge
T ———\ .Cottage
— 2
v »
. .

queenal cut merges -
intoi{no of original canql

\
5

Area for reprofiling of
ground to accommodate
bridge and bridleway

New lock on site of
original lock structure

u:lun

Area for reprofiling
of ground to form
2\ new canal bank

N

B \ Existing footpath 270 <
Divers
“_ footoath ~
S ’ 4 Route of e
% i _ bridieway 27
) S across field
e -
.. ‘.. * i

7

/,’
T“(\, Area for new

\

\

\

\

\

\

tree planting

Bridleway 270 and footpa

diverted over new bridge

g







L X










Phase 2 - 2026/2027

300 metres of newly dug canal north from bridge
« Soft banks with coir rolls planted to enhance ecology
« Narrows section to link to existing canal

 New hedge and tree planting

* 3 metre wide permissive footpath from Birtley to the
Greensand Way

« West bank - Bridge to Fanesbridge boundary
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Phase 2 Current status

« Planning permission issued Feb 2025
* Major excavation - material disposal?
« Plastic wood donated by John Lewis
« Coir rolls and gabions needed

* Funding required

e Start summer 20267




Phase 3 - 2027 +

* Fanesbridge Lock - planning permission granted
* Tree work 2025/6
« part of Rushetts scheme?

« Watch this space!
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The End
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