WACT Spring Meeting 2026

Rooks Hill Project
April update
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Background

e 900 metres of canal and footpath at Birtley
restored 2018 - 2023

e Two new lifting bridges installed

e Circular footpath route with Downs Link established
and well used

e Water supply from springs at the northern end




Rooks Hill

One of the Trust’s priority areas

Extends useable canal south from Birtley

Includes first new length of canal since WACT
formed

Phased project - Phase 1 nearing completion
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Three phases

Phase 1:

« Bridleway brick faced concrete overbridge
and approach ramps

* 100m of waterway bank retaining wall

* QOverflow weir

* West bank - Bridge to Fanesbridge boundary

« Repair Fanesbridge culvert




Phase 1 Timetable

« April/May Site set up, access
planning conditions

 June Dig out bridge hole and cast base
o July WRG summer camps
* Aug 25 - Complete bridge, waterway wall

June 2026 & banks, culvert/weir and
towpath to Fanesbridge
boundary




The Bridge

RookS HILL BANE

_MASONRY ARCW OPTION,

SeALE 11100 (A3)
2l03|%0.

- DRAWING 5551002 8

Ao15_

-~ B E\.EVR(\DLK @ﬁ(AL

’’’’’




x
g
]

-\







LA . \
- _'l.l,."'..v"d.l'll',l’
. -

TR 1000 T k. 20, o o e
e e e i T

r

=

Pt |

- ...vv.-al-.il.
4y S




g
|
|
- |
i
;




Vo )
' 4

ey
S

i 3 RO &5
















1
1l
¥




























| | i

l !f!ll,l;,llﬁl. 'E‘!!' i 4.
N T













CenalFroject

7 TR LN PHCR
S




The waterway bank retaining wall
and overflow weir
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The West Bank waterway wall
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Phase 2 - 2026/2027

« 300 metres of newly dug canal north from bridge

« Soft banks with coir rolls on gabions planted to
enhance ecology

« Narrows section to link to existing canal
 New hedge and tree planting

* 3 metre wide permissive footpath from Birtley to the
Greensand Way




- " —
New 3m wide \ \ “ ’
towpath \\ \ \ /
\ N,
CRANLEIGH ™ N
WAW N i
\\ N /
N \\ Whie N
N \
< XN \
N N
¢ N x> N\
5 o [V
S
s N \ / ., “\ Area for reprofiling
> N ., o' ground to form Y
: Py . new canal bank . :
! New canal cut NN (\\ ¥
\ P, N \,‘ \
\ A\ N 5,
) e Existing field AN \
O\ Exieing fel VT
'DCWNS LINK 2
PATH )
- New 3m wide \ o)
towpath \ p
Qo Softbanksto < )
canal sides \
~J\
N Boatl turning area -
'\ New Lridge o cany Lridleway and
M farm scoess across the canal .
N X
NG\ New wildlite pond - B
5 ) . -
Construct on acoess routa N\ » .
(ight vehicies only) \ / \
3 SDMR ii \ ’,; )" « \
\ A -
g —— LwCottage § " Bridlewsy 270 and footpat qo
— - NN “ 7.\ diverted over new b
sar- . : New canal cut merges — \ \
. . 8 Area for reprofilng of \
ground to accommodate \
. : ’ bridge and bridieway -
’ g - ' : \ \\\\\
t v T—
» . .
J
: \
" .. . New lock on site of X
¢ : : : . \ _ onginal lock structure
’ . ’ ’ ‘\ \’ LY




l_: - i1sco

150

—4-— 3000 TOWPATH

=
WRTERPROOF MEMBRANE

( HM20 %1250 STRINLESS STEEL
/ OR_cOMPOSITE THEOXKH TIE

SO 1|

[S0x 150 PLASTIC PILE

IN PRE- AUGERED HOLE |
27SM LONE
RCINER=FRI-E (333

+40-25

Lo

b _COMPACTED GRANULAR FILL. BSum
2, ___mgg_ss*zo éepTEXTIE |
K CEOTEXTILE ZODAIN BETAL.
‘s&"‘sou_“ﬁ:\gc' [DETAL To B2 FINALISED)
i
R e ey
150750 % {000
TTRAGTIC PeaT
CAL SEC s
SCALE {120
—— —_— - — —— ’ —— — — _—l
Y
'-n
E GCODXEOD x DTS CABONS
1So=|Sox oo v
BASTIC. PoETs, q
8
2 1}1 x m juaj m juil m
L1 1 13 | P i TR | ) ) R = +
ST 1| zoodungtonegou |, S N q
=1 13 i 18 s T o xs
& ——
l (m'
\Box\sow UjSO
RASTY. PILEG
= : . WEN & ARUM CARAL TRUS
s ROOCE. HUL CANAL RESTORAT!
CARION) SOFT BANK BETAIL. | O4(lo) 25

RES A

DAY e Rie] 212







Phase 2 Current status

« Planning permission issued Feb 2025

* Major excavation - material disposal on and
off site

« Plastic wood donated by John Lewis

« Coir rolls and gabions needed

* Funding

« Start May/June 2026




Phase 2 Timetable 2026

« April/May. Stop planks installed at
Birtley Bridge 1 and pump out. Tree
stumps removed

* May/June. Construct link to existing
canal

« June. Top soil strip of first section of
east bank. Excavation to gabion level

and start bank construction




Phase 2 Timetable 2026

« July. 2 weeks WRG summer camps

* August - October. East bank construction
« July - October. Muck shift and bank

construction.




Phase 3 - 2027 +

* Fanesbridge Lock - planning permission granted
* Tree work completed

 Phase 1 Waterway wall work extended to lock in
20267

e Start lock in 20277
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