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WHAT THE EDITOR HAS TO SAY •••••• 

Welcome, reader, t o the 
first edi tic n of 'Wey-South ' • 
The fact that y ou are reading 
this shows that you are 
interest e d in the ~ ey and Arun 
Canal, and the Society thanks 
you for your interest. If you 
are not already a member, we 
h ope t hat after reading 11Wey­
S0uth11, you will b e insp i red to 
become one . This first edition 
is a special one, to coincide 
with 'Loxwoo d 1871' , the 
pageant organised by the 
Loxwood Parish Church Social 
Comnittee, a nd I cannot promise 
that f uture issue s will be as 
voluminous as this one , but rny 
aim will c ertainly be to make 
them both int erest i ng and 
in f ormative . 

The Wey a n d Arun Ca n a l 
Society was forma1:1_y inauguated 
on 17th Novembe r, 1970, as a 
resul t of a number o f individuals 
with similar interest s in the 
c anal ge tting t o gether for a 
j oint discussi on . Thi s was 

perhaps i nspired by the Guildford 
Ral ly o f the I n l and Waterways 
Associat ion and its subsequent 
press publicity, although certain 
individuals, our Secretary , John 
Marhwick in particular, had pu t 
in a c o nsiderab l e a mount of wo r k 
in studying the canal , surveying 
and i n vestigat i ng for some time 
b efore this. 

The Society was formed 
against a backgro ~nd of the mos t 
pessiuistic r eports and opinions , 
and it is o nl y du e to the d eter -
mination and i maginat i on of a f ew 
that the Society has got off t he 
ground at all. This i s not to say 
that the Society do e s not appreciate 
the magni tude o f the task that l ie s 
ahead - t h e Committ e e membGrs 
would be the first t o a dmit tha t 
their dreams may never in f a c t b e 
realisod. However, by adopting 
a r eal istic at t i tude to the task , 
I feel that our for~i dab l o obstacles 
may b ~ ove rcome, pa r t icularly i n 
vi e w of t he g rowi ng support t hat 
th e Socie t y is no w rec eiving . 



Membership no w stands at 
nearly 50, and cont i nues t o grow 
rapidly , as publicity is 
b eginning to take ~ffect. You will 
fi n d reports of work done so far, 
and our hop0s for the future, 
c ontained in thG various article s 
in " Wo y -South n . 

Conside r a b le inspiration to 
carry on has b e en the reward of 
the memb e rs of the Commi t te e who 
have boon engag e d on preliminary 
clear ance work at Ro wner Lock. 
The sight of the canal r e ­
a ppear i ng from beneath t h e mantl e 
of noglect u~dor which it has 
lain for the past 100 years is 
quite incre dib le. Rowncr Lock 
can be s e e r. f or the f irst time 
in g3ne r at i ons, t he l ine s o f the 
bridge appGar and one can almost 
s o e the l i ne of the c a nal c urvi ng 
a way i nto the dist a nc e . 

When the project was first 
mooted, the favourite r e sponse 
was " You're mad l 11 Is it madness? 
I invite you to c ome and s oo 
and d e cide for y c urs s lf . 

Da vid F. Ba ll 
Editor 

Newsletter Dis tr~bution 

This being t h o fir s t iss u o of 
iWoy-South', a c opy i s being s ont 
to e v ery member . To k e op c osts 
down in future, only one c o py 
will bo sent wb en t here is more 
t h an on0 mombe r of thu So c i e t y 
in a f amily . 

I f you wo uld like one copy 
each ho we v e r, p l easo wri t e to 
the S ecre tary who wi ll mc di fy the 
mailing list. 
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1 LOXVJOOD 1 871' ic boi~1 e; 
or ganise d b y the Loxwoo d Parish 
Church Socis.l Com0~1i tt oo and will 
tdrn tho f o ri:1 of a F6'to and 
Tableau on Saturday, 1 5th May at 
North Ha l l , Loxwood. fho high­
light o f th~ day will be the 
Tabl 8au , prcsont od by the Ifold 
Players, depicting tho Official 
Op eni0g of tho Wey & Ara~ Junction 
Canal at Alfo ld in 181 6 . 
Auth 2nt i c proce edings will b e 
follo we d , i ncluding t ho arr i vAl 
of t 11u 3rd Farl o f :cgr or;1on t ;:md 
tho Mayor of Gui ldford by horse 
convoynncc, and t ha Ce ~omony will 
conclude with the par ty l eaving 
by ' ba r ge' . 

I t is n ,:-:.r aL.ost oxac tJ.y 100 
years s i uc o the Woy & Arun 
Junction Can~l was l ogall y 
abando n e d, a nd it is t his r ather 
Sc'.d e vent t hat ' Ti )X'..)OOD 1.371' i s 
do signed to cor,1,1omor 9.to , 

'LOXWOOD 1871 ' will b o o p0ns d 
by Mr. W.H. D. Ril oy - Sraith at 

2.30 p . 0 . Evaryono is i nvit e d to 
dross in c ostn; .o c.,1d j oin i n t ho 
spirit o f th e ovont by l iving for 
a whi l e in tho l ~ss exact ing tioos 
of a century a go . Tharo will be 
n wi de r ango o f Sida Stalls , 
including Produce cmd CoJrn Sto.l l s , 
a manmoth Bot t l e St a ll , pony r i d es 
a nd Toas. Thor o will al s o boa 
Ra ffl e , Lucky Progra~mo Numbor , and 
prizes f or t h o ~ost appr opriately 
drosso~ Lady, Gent l eman, and Child 
unde r 1 4 . Admissi ~n will be by 
Progra~mc , pri co 3p . 

Mo s t pl ~c os o f i n t or0st i n 
Loxwoa d , includi ng th e old Churc h 
sit e , th0 ~JY & Ar ~n Cana l and 
associntod buil di ~gs , will bo 
indica t ed b y a blue c ard and y .1u 
will b o ab:.o to t r o..c o thei r r i s to ry 
in an Exhibition i n th~ Hall. 
Exhibi t s k indly l oa ned b y Major 
Elliot f ro~ his Far m Icpl cnants 
Musous at Dra~l oy 7ill ~l so be o n 
s l:ow . Th e Loxvrocd J u do Club nil l b o 
giving a dooonstr~t i on during t h o 
:.c1.f tcrnoon . 



BACKWARDS AND FORViARDS IN TIME ON THE \'!EY AND ARUN CAHAL 

}:-fUSTORY OF T-HE CANAL Iff MLSSGWEN-DOUill-IE~.:.p-:;rnT ONE 
THE . RIVERS WEY P ..... 11D ARUN 

1971 - work was startod~ 
try and ro-opon the Woy & Arun 
Canal exactly 100 years after it 
was closed. 

A long history strotchos o 
back beyond 1871 however, of the 
attempts to open up a route 
between London and the sea on 
the South Coast, which avoided 
tho treacherous Channel and the 
Goodwin Sands. 

Frora timo iwmemorial tho 
Wey & Arun rivers havo bo on 
D3Vigabla in their lowe r reaches 
if not up nea r th eir sourc es , 
The Woy rises noar Sclborno in 
Hampshire and flows north to the 
Thaoos: tho Arun ris~s about 30 
milos to tho 02st in St. Loonard's 
Forest and flo ws south to tho 
English Channel. At their nearest 
p6int they are only ton miles 
apart, but it took 175 years 
from tho passing of tho first 
Act to unite them by tho Woy & 
Arun Canal. 

The demand for cheap transport 
botweon Guildford and Lo ndon had 
result e d in the va ry early 
c2nnliontion of tho Wey by Sir 
Richard ~o ston in lf51. This 
navigation is now ovn od ~y Tho 
National Trust which effectively 
protects the noth0rn ex~t of the 
canal to th e Tha8cs. 

Guildford had becom e a market­
ing contra early in its history 
and it was folt that water trans­
)Ort would open up the hinterland 
to the south. Tho Woy Navigation 
Act 1760 continued the waterway 
41 r;,ili:,s furthor upstre am and 
w~~rv~G wc ro construct o d at 
Shaiford and Godalming. Work was 
compl0ted by 1763. 

Th o Arun prosontod a moro 
difficult problem, Bolow Arundel 
Bridge tho river ru~s i n a deep 
tidal channel for 7 mi l Js and is 
scoured by viol ent tido s before 
reaching tho saa at Li t tloharnpton 

~ 



and onl y boa ts with a s hallow 
draught can go t up at low tide . 
Arunde l dovolopcd in a simil ar 
way to Guildford as a markot for 
tho surrounding agricultural land. 
It was not until t ho 1540's that 
oxtonsivo work ~as carr ied out o n 
the Arun to holp stop tho floodi ng 
an4 to widen and straighten its 
course . The navigat i on had boon 
extended to Pallingham by the 
timo Elizabeth I came to the throne . 
By 1623 att empts woro b e ing mado 
to extend it to Nowbri dbo , Tho 
fi rst serious proposal to link the 
Woy & Arun rive r s was mad e in 1 641 
and usod the lino o f the rive r s 
with a 2 ailo canal li~k from 
Cranle igh to Dunsfold, both of 
which wore on tr~but&ris s of the 
main rive rs. 

By tho early 16th Century , 
Arundel had bocomo an i @portant 
inland port, but the mouth of the 
Arun was sub j e ct t o c onti nual 
silting, and by tho 1780's Arundel 
was in a dec line . It ~as not until 

tho Ail10rican Wnr o:f Indopondonco 
t hat s e riou s e ffort s were made t o 
imp ro vo tho navigation agai n. The 
Arun Navi gnt i on Company was form ad 
in 1785 and the lino chosen botwoen 
Newbridge an c"i. Pallinghnm invol vod 
tho c rossing of the Arun Rivor b y 
an aquaduct at Olfold and tho 
building o f 3 locks , also a 13 f oot 
high t unnel c a rri ed the c anal 
bon Ge.t h Hurdhetm Eil1 and Stano St r o ot -
the old Roman Ho&d . Tho distanc e 
between Arundel and Ne wb ridge was 
thus r educ ud by 3 miles . 

By t h e timo of the French 
Ro volution,loss t han 15 mile s 
s epar ated the navigabl e parts of the 
Wey a ~d Arun rivers , but the i r 
ovontual linking was not to take 
pla c e until 1 81 3 . 

During that pe rio d several 
schema s using di ffuront r ou tes wore 
proposed, the most notabl e of which 
was Ronni e's Grand Souther n Canal 
p roj e ct in 1810. I t was at that 
t i mo that t he 3rd Earl of Egremont 



b0co.me interested in the canal 
idea; an interest which is 
shared by tho present Earl who 
is President of this Society. 

As a result of his interest 
the River Roth or w2s mado 
ne-vig.:: .. ble to sorve Pet worth, the 
family sent. 

v.JA}-'JTED J\ir. tho_ Sociot._J} s JI.ye hi V OS 

Any old photogr2Jhs, picturos 
or articl es of, or r0lating to, 
tho Canal installations , w~arvos, 
lock cottages, (partic~larly 
Rownor Lock Cottages), 
pors~naliti os and working boats. 

AI~.§0 tho foll.ow ne; i s suos of the 
Sussex C0unty Magazin e:-

April,1934 - A Bygon e Wat erway, 
January - ~ny, 1935 - Waterways 

of Suss e x, 
July, 1939 - Sooing Sussex by 

Water, 

AND o. copy of 1 'l'ho Th rn:10s to Tho 
Solont by C2nal a nd Soa' by 
J .B. Dnslr:!O~!d 
(1868, illustrat e d). 

.. 
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Ea~th bogan to t ake it back 
y oars, yuars bofaro non l oft it; 
a nd t hoir horses , ~ut to past ure , 
traile d their Llano s in the soft ­
ness o f f ern f r onds ; years, 
bof c r a their long , b r a ss-bJund 
ba r ges s ank to glin t a nong t ho 
kingcups . 

No s oonor woro they opon od 
f or tho f i r s t t i ne , those locks -
and th e only rus h over 
o f a wal l c f wat or shook 
oach bridge , qui e t over 
s tc..gnct,1c y sinc e ·· thE;n dorm,~nt 
s ee ds in tho clay bod s pr out ed , 

C I-\ N /-~\ L 

nover to be put down , bl ad 
0nco a ya~r nnd s trongt hon cd by 
bill-hook. T h 0 hold t i ghtened ; 
banks gr ew c l oso with t ufty 
hum~o cks . Then r ose the silt e d 
botton t hrough tho wat e r and 
onc o again t ha Jand won ba ck 

tho length o f cut . A t hick 
scum o f duckwee d only lies 
whor e a man might hnva stood o nco , 
and still have drowned . Only flies , 
with tho drug of dusk, now dance 
t o an ori ontal 1;,u s i c whoro t h o 
bnrgoos s ang to the hoo v0s. 

T od Wal k e r • 



LS AMBI'l'ION A FORM OF MADNESS? 

A contribution by one of our engineers , Mr. Roderick Pc r yer 

nr1othor Natura will always 
have hor ovm wo..y in the oudn. 
That state~ent can at present bo 
said to bo very true of the Dey & 
Arun Canal. Today, after a hundrod 
years of disuso, the old waterway 
h~s fallen into a very so rry state, 
the watercourse has s ilt ed up and 
is overgrown, the l ocks are c rumb­
ling or non-0xistent, lock gates 
have rotted away; in some cases, 
to meet 20th c entury n0eds, the 
Canal has been filled in and 
cultivated or built on. In fact 
it is difficult t o imagine today 
what tho bargos, so c;o o f them 
haulirig 50 tons of cargo, would 
have looked liko as they travollad 
through, what 0a s thon and still 
is, ono of the uost ~.,:,icturcsquo 
and peaceful tracts of l and in 
the country. 

Thanks t o the activity of 
the gey & Arun eanal Society , the 
sight of boa ts on the canal once 
again oay b o n 0a r cr than i t has 
boon for a contury past , Pooplo 

ere a t l ast beginning t o roaliso 
th2-t our onvironuont and heri t c..go 
a ro going to ba, i n t he not t oo 
fo..r dista:~t future, a hu1,lan noed, 
i n the rapidly ac colorating 'rat 
I'C1.C G 1 • 

But of the pr os0nt - The Wey 
and Arun Canul Soc i ety has bean 
formed with the ambition , said 
by s ome t o bo raadness, o f making 
t ho canal navigabl e again, no t 
t his time for coramorcial traffic, 
but for plea sure craft and rural 
r ecreation . 

With tho Society f o r c ed , the 
first job was t o assess the 
possibilities of t he pro j ect , At 
face valus the cana l res tora t ion 
wo~! d bo s imilar in nagnitudo to 
the original canst r uc t i on , includ­
ing the task , siDilar t ~ that o f 
the ori ginal promo t er s , of 
persuading a section of l andown ers 
t ~ l ot us try and f ulfil our hopa s . 
Whi lst n egotiations wer e in progress 
on this matt er , u physic al survey 



was ca~riod out frorn Pallinghan 
Lock to Drungowick. In this, tho 
Socioty r,:iccivod scuo invaluable 
inforr,1 ,':'ltion o.n,j assisto.nco froi:1 
tho SussJx Riv:r Authority and tho 
locc..l pooplo. 

Thon,at last,tho necessary 
chance was offorod, as wo received 
permission froc three vary gonorous 
landowners to start our vast project. 
Tho survoy of this section proved 
fnv 0 ~rablo and the enthusiasm 
increase~ because now wo had tho 
opportunity to prove our point. 

The first section t2 rocoivo 
attonticn is between Nowb ridgo and 
a point just to tho nirth of Ro~nor 
Lock. The rost~ration of this 
length, ab1ut t-~ilo, is bc~ n g 
troatod as a pilot schc~c, ta gain 
exporionco for futuro working. The 
initial w.)rl, :Lr.v:,l vos th0 h::md ­
bli.stc1~ing nn.d nrduous tc:.sll( of 
roooving all the und0rgrowth a~d 
clearing away th e obstructing trc0s, 
many :., f wh ich hc..ve boon lyj_ng 
dormant in tho bod oi t he canal for 

generations. Much of this work i s 
undertaken by hand , but it is 
surpri sing how quickly, even wi th 
very few people, t h e whole area i s 
transformed. The original stonework 
is exposed, the remajns of lock 
gates and fittings are discovered , 
and the line and c ontours of th e 
canal re-apr ears. As this clearanc e 
workproceeds, it i s hoped, with 
mechanical assistance, that the 
channel can be dredged out and t he 
towpath and banks restored to t heir 
original state. 

Rowner Lock, the first of our 
venture, has been c leared of sc r u b 
and opened u~ to assess the best 
way of removing the trees, some o f 
which have badly damaged the st on e­
work. The ston~ employed in these 
locks ~as obtained from local 
quarri es, Pulborough and Bedham 
supplying t he major Jart, and t oday 
this becomes very expensive to 
replace. Therefore, t he damaging 
trees must be removed with a 
minimum of disturbance t o the 
structure. After this, the chambe r 
will be dammed of f and the wat er 



pumped out to enable the repair 
works to commence. The Society 
has schemes, in the planning stage, 
for replacing the lock gat e s which 
will, it is hoped, be put into 
practice in the near future. 

To summarise our programme, 
we hope to start repair work to 
this lock during this summer, 
whilst the trimming of undergrowth 
will be adjourned until next 
Autumn. This, our first lock, will 
have to act as the Society's 
'classroom' so that the technical 
problems can be ironed out and the 
re-construction tech~ique adjusted 
to suit our capabilities, for 
futu1e restorations. 

Elsewhere in this, our first 
News Bulletin, the dates of our 
'Navvies Working Parties' are 
given. On these cccasioGs, we 
shall be pleased to r ec e i ve as 
much assista~ce as poss2ble fro m 
those sufficiently intere sted, 
able, and wil ling to come and give 
it a try. 

So far our effort s have 
proc~oded fairly slowly, but the 
say:Lng "Romo wa.s not built in a 
day" should a l so a :Jply to the Woy 
and Arun Canal. A long h aul lies 
ahe 2.d and we all know i t ! 



lJF Blf~DS 
nur Editor, (Bless h~m).J ha8 

asked ma to contribut e an intro­
ductory articl e about the Wild 
Life that exists/live~ along our 
reach of the Canal. liy sole 
quali f i cat ion for being bestowed 
this honour is that I have been 
in closer contact with tho Canal 
than any othe r mem~er of our 
Society - I have fal len i n it! 
So, for my sins, I have been 
1 invited 1 to fill a s~ac e i n our 
magazine, 

'Intor-relaticnship ' and 
'Food Chain' are ecological 
terms often bandied abo ut by tho 
experts , but v,hat do the~' mean 
in down-to-ear th terms ttat both 
you and I can understand? 

Do you , for instanc e , know 
t hat if there ~as an ac ute 
shortage of RUiiSX HYDP.OLAPATHUH 
(Great Wate r Dock ) it woul d 
se r iously affect tha ~i c t of th~ 
GALLINULA CHLORO?US (Moor hcn)? 
It would, - because they a re 
int e r- r0 l ate:d - ...... ... . ·- ·-

2)! BC~CS 
Perhaps this wa ~l d be a better 
example : - A Kingfisher oats 
small f i sh - sm~ll fish eat 
small crustecGa, whi ch again 
depend upon minute vegetabl e 
and animal mat tsr fo r their 
exist ance. This t y,e of 
dependenc e i s calle d a ' Food 
Chain ', and if a link in t he 
chain were to be r emo ved and 
t here was no substi t ute for i t, 
it would affect all tho other 
lL:ks in th2.t s s.rr..e chain, or , 
more simpl y 1 i t would upset the 
' Bal ance of Nature' for in 
nature al l l iving things , be 
they animal, fish, i nsect or 
plant, are where they are fo r a 
purpose - a purpos e not a l ways 
apparent to usat first sight . 
Let u s all a l ways remember t h~s, 
afid when you are ou t in the 
country sho w res~ect for the 
wonders of nature; yo li will b e 
~ell r ewarded if yo u do! 

I asked Cl a r o and Peter , 
t wo naturalist f riends o f mine , 
to ta.lrn a walk a1ong the towpath 



with mo. The f irst sign of 
Wild Life we sa~ was a fl ash 
o f bril:iant bluo as a King­
fishe r darted alonG tho lock­
pound and out under the little 
hump-back bridge ta disap; oar 
amongst the troes ; a little 
l ater, a rustle in tho unde r­
growth , the whirrr of f u s t­
beating wi n gs, a~d a covey 
of Partrj_dgos took fri ght and 
f l ew off across the meadows 
to s a fety; down among t he r eeds 
a nd wator irises a Moorhen 
trod stealthily s e arching 
for fo od, whils t high e r up tho 
bank , a young mal e Bl ackb i£d 
sat perched on top of a Haw­
t~orn tree , singing for a mat~ , 
and b e low him, among the shrubs 
and bramble , t he militant little 
Cock Ro bin d of ondod h is t e rri ­
tory against a ll intruders . 

In the willows a f ami ly of 
Blue T i ts cha ttered to eac h 
o ther as they soarch8 d for food 
in the bra nche s, a nd b elow them 
an eel slid sil untly 

i n to t ho wa t or and disap peared 
b eneath the ma rsh mari go l ds . 

Up beyond t h e l ock we saw u 

Roebuck l oadin g his do o across the 
fi e lds to ~astures now , a nd 
b en~ath the un d e r gro~th of dog 
rose a nd b l a ckber ry, th e ladi e s 
s moc k (or c uckoo fl ower ) a dd e d n 
dol icat a t ouc h of mcuv o to t h o 
awakeni ng earth , and t h o stingi n g 
net t l es began t o t ake th eir toll 
of the unsuspec t i ng! 

Down b c·yond the n e:xt bri dge 
stood a He ron , on on e leg , ho2d 
h aunched b otwo on shoul d ers , -
a pctiont killer o f tho waterside! 
Near t a the foot of th e bridge , 
t ~ero appoarc d to boa b a dg LrG oat , 
with tr~ces 0 f a r e c ent l y d e vo ur ed 
ma lla rd stre~n near t h u e nt rance, 
a~d up jus t b eyond th e fal len tree , 
a p air of Pied Wagtails danced 
abo ve th~ still uater i n tho 
e vening sunshine . 

As dusk f oll, a 1Nh i t o Barn 
Owl swept silent ly overh ead 
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searching for its unsuspecting 
prey; ~nd wo wonder ed off i n to 
tho e vening mist s earching for 
the Limobur ncrs Arms, to r ostoro 
our ' Balanc e of Nature '. 

Other birds known t o fraquant 
tho area include:-

Woodc ock , Corn Bunting , Hoe d 
Bunting, Chi f Chaf, Hodge Ac ont or 1 

Wro~ , Lapwing , Long Tail ed Tits, 
Jays, Devil Birds ( S~ift) 
Swallows, Coots, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch and others. 

Austin Tatton-~intor . 

The Kennet g AVJi1 Cnnal 
Soc iety h~vc codpil od 2nd 
published a var y int0rcst i ng 
du1JJ. i c 2t ,,d bco1~l ,:ot on t i t l od 
' Wild Li f0 1 w\ i ch de scribes each 
f o rn~ of aninal, plcm t £..nd t:c,rino 
life f o .c :1d .:,l cng that cannl, o.nd 
explains t h oir i ~tcr- rol ations hips . 
Co~i c s o f t hi s bookl et 2 ~ 0 sol d 
by that Soc i ety to r ~i s o fu~ds -
any o ffers t o cocpilo ~c c about 
the l'J.:__y & An.m? 

Anothor i nt e r os t~ng booklet .. .. . 

Tho Surroy and Hants Canal 
Soc iety have conpi lod a~d 
publishod a duplic ated bookle t 
c~l l od ' Boats fr02 Tho B2s i11gs t oke 1 s 
Pa st', whi ch l i s ts ~11 tho kno wn 
bouts, whoro they wore buil t , how 
t hoy ~,oro usc;d , nnd their ul ti;:w.. to 
fat e . Thj 3 booklet is s old to 
r c,i so f1_;. ; .is for tl:. ~:.t S0c i oty . 
Ag~in - c ~y o ff ers t o co~pil o ono 
abc~t bo~t s us od en our Cana l? 



• ! (! . ./·:.' 

·, .{.,, •. i'J ~-·: _;.-·<, .. ~:.,1.1 :./ ~1 .r t/./i'f ~ ..-, u · ~-i ~t ;! ~:; :; v· ; ·: ~.: -:, ... 7 {:t ;r ~: ;:'Jr..: ,rv) 
,~ . , ~-; ~, :r ··-:1 n .! il ~' j ,v ; _.. : 1·1 -: ;·J , (! c ;.,. ~' _: j .!. •;· ·'t Jc, 1 ,-·.1 J ) ) 

•. -··:r·· 

·---
~: ]tlTQJd 

C[:Ji'!C,lj / 

;1 /Yi(~{l ~(.; (! ?\ ~1 ·, ) 

' 

111; H 

i:"}J(j:_~,"J, 

~,/ ) :.i j.~ ·; 

·-----·--·······--········ ---------····--·--------·-----~-~ --

I •; ~! ,_ti. / "J 
r 

J...l<~J.L(! 1 



t)l:':'_:t,l 

i 
L. 

,, .. 
'' \. .. : 

. r 

---·- --· ---- - - ··- ------------· .. ~··-- ·-

f.ll:ff:S 
I 

I 
tt I LI 

f ir.' ..... / ·1 ,.. /I~":. ,.:) ;_.>!. C .S 
iJr\.f./Jvr~ Th: . ( 

(A 1•-' ,_ 

1t.·(/.·· !•.J {0 ~,, :'i., !~1.f}' ; o"lf _ .. \_;, 

/tt ;,,;..-: /.i J .. ;: ;"' '! 11 .. ~ r r-.,·~ !'-''i_ }· ~ /)t,./ 

~­I r , .I 

r-/t ~:, f) J ,~ .::: f 

D~~ r·. /), ,:. 



I--"". 

L~1/ ,, 

.. . ., ~--· . 
( ... -.... ) 

·--~,_.,,,. ......... J 

On a warm, but dull day in 
March of this your, I ~ent for a 
walk folloving the Woy & Arun 
Canal ~auto from Noff~ridgo 
northwards. At tho start, the 
Canal is quito cle~r of veg0ta­
tion, and with the ovor hanging 
troo s, tb_c e1.tn1'Jsph0:~·o cru ,~t::;d lJ:Y 
the soft movement of the water 
nnd the rustle of tho troos is 
very tranquil. Thora is tho 
occc.sion c.i. l f1--ic11clly g:c,)~ttn.g 
of a passer-by to intorru,t tho 
quietness, but on the who l e , tho 
surroundings nro ideal for 
medit~tion n~d for observing tho 
infinite beauty of n~turo. Every 
now and then ono hcGrs the cry 
of a cird or the splash of a wator 
bird landing on the Canal. 

Continuing on, the next 
noise is a low bazzing which 
co@os fron cho large elec tricity 
pylon. Although a n0cossnry 
modern aJ;aratus, one can only 
i raagino tho odd sons0 of humour 
of th0 ~an who built it astrido 

1--.....-

!, \ 
~-.. \ j 
I I 
• , .J 

/.-

/\ 
.'~ 

-.,..--
1 
I 
i 
I 

I ( '·) ~'\ ,-
) " ' __ _,,. :I l 

mnn 1 s oarlior industrial achiev0-
m0nt ~\ich , in its ti00, brough t 
tho convonicnco of 1 Bodorn' tr2ns-
po rt to th e ~rqa. 

At this point, I hnd boon told 
t)oro w~s an old Ca nal lock 
comploto with bridg o ~nd tho rornnins 
of tbo lock gates. I lookod, but 
could sac nothing to rosornblo a 
lock, just a vast o vorgrouth of 
blackburry, old doad trcos and 
ccrta~nly no t much ovidcnco of 
unt er. Thero was j ust sufficient 
clearance for cattle to cross tho 
bridge, but I coul d not boliovc t h at 
tho lock actually e xisted. 

I have return e d to this point 
t,·ij_co sL1co uy fir s t walk, a nd tho 
transformat ion is ~nc rodibl o. A 
S)"Jnll bo.:1dof ~Jr1t:;usi.:1stic poopl0. 
have stnrt ~d to cl ~ar this pioco o f 
the Ca~al and wh~t th oy have done 
on just five Sundays cnkos ono 
roalisG that with the r ight kind of 
nttitudo and the k c onoss to do some­
thing rather than j ust talk about 



it, a useful and pleasant wator­
wo.y could regain grace the 
adjoining meado~s. The blac~jorry 
bushos and tanglad saplings hnve 
gone, the old, costly rotten, 
trees are now !og pilos in the 
adjacent fi eld, and the lovely 
old stone walls of Rownor Lock 
have come into viuw. 

The old brick bridge now 
stands clear and proud of its 
position below the lock. So~e 
trees had embedded tharnsolvos 
right across tho lock, these 
have boon removed and sawn up 
and th0ro is now a fair a~ount 
of v~tcr to be soon. 

Wh::i.t tho newly formed Woy 
anct Arun Canal Society arc doing 
is so worthwhile. A,art from the 
physical work which is going into 
the general cl e aring ~s the 
first step in getting this 
s0c t ion o I t~10 Cana:L cl 00.:~cd c:;;.id 

rocdy for use once nor o as a 
quiet uatcrway, the enthusiasn 
of this small grou, of peopla is 

spreading. Locnl valkers and 
horso~on out for Sunday afternoon 
exorcise, atop, lo ok cild ask 
questions nbout wha t is going on. 
Somo uay not wis~ to put physical 
effort into holping , but most 
considor thJ idoa a nd oxamplo 
worthy of the lovely county of 
\Ve:st Su ,sso;c. 

I,for one, will walk this way 
again. 

Patricia Young, 

TOVJP'"'..L1 'l1 0Dic 
_,., •. -~ ...... ~ ...... --·~-~-
1 ore Ethel, v:hc:: t c.Iiou t it? 
What about what 'arry,? 
Wh2t cbout v1l1:1t I so.id Ethel? 
'!loll, what c~b ,,ut it I nrry? 
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A CANAL HOLIDAY? 

Unfo rtunately, not yet upon the Wey and Arun Canal, bu t 
why not try one on any of the 2,000 ~;~ les of navigable 
inland wate rways, passing through s om a of the finest 
countryside that this cou ntry has to offer. 

Motor cruisers may be hired from various firms 
throughout the country, andthe Inland Wate rways Associ a tion 
Ltd., 114 Regen t s Park Road, London, N.W.l. will be pleased 
to supply a list of hire firms, on receipt of a stamped 
addressed envelope, 
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Here is what to do: 

1. Join the Wey and Arun Canal 
Society (application form 
enclosed). 

We should be quite happy if 
you only go as far as this, 
but wo should likG you to 
consider points 2, 3 and 4 
below. 

2. Find your oldest clothes, 
plus good boots and gloves, 

3, If you h a vo them, got 
toge ther any useful tools, 
i.e., bo w- sans, garden rakos, 
billhooks, slashors, etc. 

4. Come along and join the fun 
at one of our working parties. 
The se are held on the first 
and third Sundays of the 
month, from about 10 a . m. 
onwards, and the present 
working aito is at or near 
Ro vrnor Lock. Ace oss from the 
B21 33 road Alfold - Wisborough 
Green) near the Bat & Ball 
Inn at Nowpound Common. 

Procood via Paplands Farm 
following the line of pylons to 
th e Canal. Cars can e ither be 
l eft at Paplands Farm, or driven 
through the fiold down to the 
Canal. Please remember to shut 
the gates and to p ark tidily. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEI:: 2 'TG YOU! 

_,/ _/••.\\. 
/,,..\ 

/_/ :-. ... , __ .' ·-.. 
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Mr. A. G. T. DC'..vi o s, 74 P L~rks i dG , .Sho r ohar: -ty- S.0.c.. , ... ,S:u.s.s ,:::x . 

Miss G. E; 1 DuugJ;.o.rt y, 53 Hrtrl b·, roug h Gc..1:>f.0n s, Lo v c lc.c c Ibnd, 
Surb:i'.t o.n\ ' -Su'rrcy. -
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Mr. N. Now, 189 Whitchurch Lano , Edgwaro, Mi ddlesex. 

Mr. G. Nu tbaom , 127 Coder Drive , Chi ch0s t0 r, Sussex, 

Mr . R.G. Pcr ya r, Sul nona, Enst Stroo t, We s t Chiltingt ~n, Suss ex. 

Mr. A.W. Tatton-Wi nter, Bodoll 1 s St ~r os 1 38/40 Crabtree Lano, 
Lc..ncing, Sussex. 

Mr, J. i'L VJn.ko fh,ld, Northl::: .. nds F2rr,1, B:Ulingshurst, .Sns s ox. 
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THE WEY & ARUN CANAL SOCIEI'Y 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
-· ·--

Subscription - £1.00, or £0.25p if under 18 years o f age. 

Ploase complete in BLOCK LETTERS. 

,SUR1'TAivIE; ..•.•••••.•• e •• •• o • •••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••• 

CHRISrrIAN l\fAMES ..•..•.•.•.. ,o.,, •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADD}1E,SS" •••...••.••.•..••.•...•.•...•..• , • , , •••• , , • • • • , , • • 

0 0 o O O O O O O O o O O O O O O O O o o O O O o O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O o O O O O O O O O O 0 

D.1lTE OF BIRTI-I . ... o ••••••••••••••• Cl • •••••••••••••••••••• ,. •• 

TELEPHONE: HOME: •••••••••••••• BUSINESS., ••.••••••• • •••••• 

l"~El'i8ERSEIP OF OTHER SOCIETIES •..................... • , ..... 
0 0 o o • 0 fl O O O o O ~ 0 0 o o O o o O o o o O • o o o o o o I • 0 0 o o o o o o o o O I o o o O O o O O o o O o 

CCCUPATION .................... HOBBIES/ T .ALENTS: ••• • •••••• 

DO YUU OWN A CAR?. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • ••••••••••• • •••••• 

DO YOU OWN A BOAT? •••.••.•••• , IF' 1 YES' , PLEASE GIVE DETAILS: 

oioo•"'••e••o•••e•••••••••••••••••••••e••••••••••••••••••••, 

I horoby apply to bocomo a m2mbor of the Wey & Arun Canal 
,Society and e.gree to abido by the Rules of tho Soci e ty. 

I enclose crossed cheque/P.O. value£ .......•. payable to'Tho 
WGy & Arun Canal Society'. 

Sig11 c d ......•... o•••••••••••o• D.~te ...................... . 
Pleaso s end t o Mr. J. Markwick, 59 Ardsheal Road, Wo rthing, Sx, 
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