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Working Party News No. 332 

For WACT Volunteers September 2021 

Material published in Working Party News represents the views of the contributors  

and should not, unless specifically indicated, be assumed to be the policy of the Trust.  

Editorial 
It seems that we have been settling into a new normal, 

with regular boat trips and charters as well as our work 
parties being out every week.  

As mentioned in the last issue, vegetation has become 
an increasing challenge as we have more canal to deal 
with, but help is at hand. Kev has managed to acquire a 
new mower that promises to be a great asset. 

As summer draws to a close, we can relish the prospect 
of making progress on existing and new projects, provid-
ed that ‘you know what’ doesn’t resurge. 

Peter Winter 
 

Boat Group PEST 
  Nature has provided the team with plenty of work this 

month. Both vegetation on the banks and reeds in the wa-
ter were encroaching on the navigation. To fight this 
back, we sent work parties both north and south.  

  Around Southland Lock vegetation was cut back from 
the banks from the winding hole back to the lock in prep-
aration for the upcoming VIP boat trip and charters. To 
the south, the workboat Wasp was used for the first time, 
towed by ‘JJ’, so that a team could set to work reducing 
the growth of reeds in the narrow section before the 
Drungewick slipway. Evidence of their hard work lies in 
the large pile of cut reeds at Brewhurst Lock. Skippers 
will now find their passage through this section consider-
ably easier. 

  Subsequently we tidied up the bank opposite the Canal 
Centre around the boat moorings which had been neglect-
ed for some time. Work was also undertaken clearing 
around Loxwood Lock, the lock itself and the canal at its 
entrance. 

Chris Jones 
 

Boat Maintenance 
 In sunshine, squalls and showers, Wiggon-

holt's repainting has been completed. Some of 
the green paint assumed a hammered finish as 
the rain got to it before it dried properly, but she 
looks very smart now if one doesn't get too 
close.   

The problem is that she is being used for pas-
sengers every day, which makes on-site mainte-
nance difficult.  I have been working on the 
twelve passenger table tops which were discol-
oured and peeling; scraping, staining and var-
nishing them at home, two at a time.  I am now 
starting on the big, square tables in the serving 
area.  Peter Hyem has painted the interior of the 
exit hatch on the port side.   

One small panic, the wheelchair lift stopped 

working just when we had wheelchair passengers ready 
to board, and (probably due to lack of hydraulic oil) the 
hand pump would only raise it halfway up.  We had al-
ready painted the bottom under the wheelchair lift and 
greased all the rams and joints a few weeks before and it 
had been working perfectly. Ian came back from holiday 
and fixed it, much to the relief of all, as we were about to 
turn away cash customers in wheelchairs who had already 
booked. 

Our attention turned to Josias Jessop where the for'd 
bilge pump's automatic switch had failed.  This was re-
placed with a new one by Brian and the entire area 
cleaned up and painted with black bitumastic.  The seat 
had rotted away and a new one was cut out of the old, 
wooden tables that were taken off Zachariah Keppel 
when she was stripped out prior to going up to the ship-
yard at Chertsey.  The picture shows this process under 
way in my workshop at home, cut from Brian's careful 
measurements of what is a very irregular shape.  Thank-
fully it fitted first time!   

JJ is now being chartered regularly for family parties 
and has been withdrawn from PEST duties except as an 
occasional tug.  It is very encouraging to have all three 
boats earning money. 

Uniforms.  It may be my naval training, or alternatively 
a sign of incipient dementia, but now that the boats are 
painted and looking smart, our efficient, trained skippers 
and crews ought to be smart too.  We are a professional 
service taking care of paying customers after all.  How 
about red W&A shirts or fleeces or red oilskins, red 
W&A caps (scrambled egg on the peaks for skippers op-
tional) and white or light beige shorts or longs.  I live in 
hope! 

David Arnold 
 

And the new one for JJ The old for’d seat 
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Every Monday  ‘Mrs Bucket’ Keeping up Appearances  Contact John Empringham 

Monday to Friday  
(as required)  

Canal Maintenance Unit  Check with Kev Baker  

Every Tuesday (late October 
to March)  

Hedgelaying   Contact Nick Baxter  

Every Monday & Wednesday   Tickner’s Depot   Contact Ian Prior 

Every Wednesday  
and Thursday  

Eric Walker Restora on Group  Details from Dennis Gillen/John 
Reynolds  

First & Third Friday of the 
month  

PEST Boat Group   Contact Chris Jones/Peter Hyem  

Third Saturday of the month   Summit Level   Contact Dave Evans  

Working Party Diary 

Every Wednesday   Mid‐Week Working Party   Details from Margaret Darvill  

Every Tuesday and Thursday   Boat Maintenance  Contact David Arnold 

Every Thursday and  
Third Saturday  

Northern Working Party   Contact Bill Nicholson  

Eric Walker Group 
We have now completed the repairs to the towpath be-

tween Harsfold Bridge and Big Bend. Despite our hard 
work we received two very critical emails from local resi-
dents/users of the towpath, which we have tried to ad-
dress. Thankfully, we have also received dozens of com-
plimentary comments from passing walkers and, of 
course the positive support from the landowners. These 
more than cancel the two adverse comments As you can 
see the towpath is now in excellent shape following mul-
tiple lorry loads of material being spread and then topped 
off with limestone. With the new weir in place, this sec-
tion is much better placed to deal with impact of weather 
and the associated flooding. 

The set up at Harsfold is now being wound down, so 
that the group can concentrate its efforts over the next 
couple of months on repairing the leaks in the stretch of 
canal from Drungewick Lock to Drungewick Bridge. 

Dennis Gillen 

Canal Maintenance Unit 
The maintenance team has been busy as usual with re-

pairs and general work. First we renovated our trusty 
trailer which is one of two that we can tow with the small 
van. We strengthened the frame, added a new floor and 
painted it to protect the timber, replaced a tyre and finally 
made some ramps to allow us to load our new mower. 

This brings us onto the subject of grass! As the Trust 
acquires more sections of canal, so the need for mowing 
increases. With that in mind, I set about finding some-
thing more capable.   

A local company was advertising a Ferris Flail so I 
went to have look at what was on offer. After inspection, 
it was purchased and on taking it out for its first workout, 
it soon became obvious that it was more than fit for pur-
pose. Over three miles of towpath were cut in a single 
day; that equates to about 8 miles of cutting, and ‘Yes’ 
my legs ached the next day! 

Elsewhere we made and fitted some stop planks to Lee 
Farm (Middle) Lock which with a very heavy rainfall 
overnight filled the Lordings to Lee Farm section to the 
exact level of the new weir at Lee Place. This gave a per-
fect opportunity to look at the levels throughout the sec-
tion;  there was a minor overflowing at Haybarn (two 
places where we have already put in some 15 tons of ma-
terial) but other than that the banks were holding the wa-

The improved towpath between Harsfold and Big Bend  ...and it holds water! 
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ter, which is great after the joint work of EWG/CMU on 
the section. Another lorry load will fill the low spots. 

With the imminent start of work at Long Meadow 
Drungewick, the towpath was again cleared in prepara-
tion with the new mower and we also visited Barnsill, 
Loxwood and Gennets Bridge where we cut the bulk, this 
of course will make it easier for Monday Group to keep 
up with their sites. We will be assisting Brian King's 
team at Lordings with logistics for the waterwheel repairs 
which are about to start. Hopefully the weather will hold 
long enough as vehicle access is only possible in dry 
weather.  

Kev Baker 
 

Mid‐Week Working Party 
This month MWWP has had over 30 volunteers out 

every week. We have completed the work at Rye Farm to 
clear the base of the canal and it is now ready for the 
planning application to be submitted when the ecologist 
has completed her report.  As this part of the canal had 
not been cleared for over 10 years there was a huge 
amount of work to do.   

Much work has been done in Hunt Park in preparation 
for the Navvies Opening and the Official Opening. As 
well as vegetation clearance, work has been done inside 
the Information Point on shelving and security. As there 
is still a great deal of vegetation growth, this will contin-
ue to be an ongoing job.  

Some of the group have been clearing the footpath at 
Elmbridge in preparation for much larger works when we 
have our Planning Application approved.   

The majority of work has been at Northlands Farm, 
which is another area where very little has been done in 
the last 10 years.  Many large branches have been cleared 
from the water but there is still much to do.  It can be wet 
down there meant one week we had to decamp to Lee 
Farm Bridge and start clearing the tow path there.   

  Margaret Darvill 

Mrs Bucket Group 
Keeping Up Appearances on Mondays  

Only three outings in August as one was ‘rained off’. 
Nevertheless ‘keeping up appearances’ was undertaken at 
Compasses (a major job), Tickner’s where we cut the 
verges as far as the new bridge site at the request of 
Dave, Gennets Bridge, Southland (twice), Devil’s Hole 
(twice), Loxwood (twice), Drungewick Aqueduct, and 
Drungewick Lock including widening the towpath to four 
metres all the way from the road bridge to the lock. A 
new information post was also installed at Drungewick. 

In September we hope to make a second visit to Mal-
ham Lock. Newbridge could do with a cut as well. 

Owing to Covid we didn’t make our usual winter visits 
to Sidney Wood apart from clearing the two culverts in 
April, so the towpath must be in a bit of a state between 
Lock 16 and Firtree Copse. 

Nick Wood 
 

The Contact List  

Name  Group/Project  Tel  email 

Maurice Cranefield   Visi ng Working Par es   01483 505566   Maurice_Cranefield@weyandarun.co.uk 

John Talbot   Health & Safety Director   01483 429918   jcst@weyandarun.co.uk 

Dennis Gillen   Eric Walker Group   07866 583753   dennis_gillen@weyandarun.co.uk 

Margaret Darvill   Mid Week Working Party   01483 894606   margaret_darvill@weyandarun.co.uk 

John Empringham   Monday Group  01483 562657   mondaygroup@weyandarun.co.uk 

Kev Baker   Canal Maintenance Unit  07920 755957   kevin_baker@weyandarun.co.uk 

Ian Prior  Tickner’s Depot Manager  07864 708932   ian_prior@weyandarun.co.uk 

Nick Baxter   Hedgelaying     hedgelaying@weyandarun.co.uk 

Bill Nicholson   Northern Working Par es   0118 9714785   bill57nicholson@gmail.com 

Dave Evans   Site Restora on Supervisor    dave_evans@weyandarun.co.uk 

Chris Jones   Boat group PEST   01483 421136   chrisryderjones@outlook.com 

David Arnold   Boat Maintenance   01403 790168  dja103@hotmail.com 

Julian Cheek  Maintenance Administra on  01483 505566   julian_cheek@weyandarun.co.uk 

Peter Winter  Working Party News Editor  07722 184117  peter_winter@weyandarun.co.uk 

Rescuing saplings from the undergrowth 


